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Willerson, an American Negro who is very enthused
with the idea of coming here to help us arrange the
College. The only hitch is that he is at present on an
assignmenttowmeabook,whichwilltakenntilabom
August next year.”

The Editor (Dabydeen) offers aprofessxomlcomment
that supports the structure as a cast
for scholarship. The descnptlon that follows speaks for
itself: -
“The letters collected in this volume - a sample of the
thousands of pages penned by Cheddi Jagan - reveal

aspects of the character of the man as well as the social 1]
andpolitical history of his country. The opening lettm $

from Governor Savage marks the beginning of the
country’s descent into turmoil. In it he dismisses the
democratically elected Jagan and suspends the Con-
stitution. The letter one sentence in length condemns
Guyana to many years of social and political unrest.
The savagery of the act is couched in the ironically
polite language of the colonial ruling class: ‘I have the
honour to be, Sir, Your obedient servant’. A year later
Jagan in jailed and has to resort to writing his thoughts
(including a rare poem) on toilet paper, which is
smuggled out of his cell to his followers nationwide.

Illiteracy and semi-literacy may have been imposed on |

his parents but Jagan will not succumb to colomal
hmmy

Articulating Democratic Centralism

Of the Secret Correspondence edited in CIJSC those
addressed by Prime Minister Jagan to the Police Com-
missioner (Letter 44) pp 100-107, dealing with “the
progressive deterioration of law and order” (1962),and
that addressed to the Govenor, “expressing concern
about the apparent break down of law and order in
Georgetown” (Dated 12 June 1963; pp 87-98), offer a
definitive insight into the degree of political manage-
ment Cheddi Jagan and access to.

The language of statecraft obviously was supported by
his closest advisers, notably Jack Kelshall and Attorney
General Fenton Ramsahoye.

Dut even more significant, the reader discerns how
Cheddi Jagan attempts to initiate a “coalition agree-
ment” with LFS Burnham of the PNC at a time when
“civil unrest had severely damaged the Guyanese soci-
ety.” Letters 20-36 denote sequentially,the trend that
starts during December of 1962 and continues until July
16 1964. CJ - LFSB: LFSB - CJ the lettersy many brief
notes, testify to the sharp political struggle that Cheddi
Jagan conducted to win Independence for Guyana.

These letters also reveal the arrogance and egoism of
LFS Burnham as he realizes that CIA and Imperialist
intervention combined would be a much more counter-
revolutionary threat than many amongst the progressive
strata had believed at the point in 1961 after the PPP had

again gained decisive success at General Elections. _ |-
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